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Standards/Content
-The New York State Learning Standards for LOTE -- 1996

Standard 1: Students will be able to use a language other than English for communication. 
Standard 2: Students will develop cross-cultural skills and understandings

-The National Standards 
—World Readiness Standards for 
     Learning Languages -- 2015

5 C’s

http://www.actfl.org/node/192#standards
http://www.actfl.org/node/192#standards


Standards/Content

-Themes for World Languages in the 21st Century 
(based on Topics from the Modern Lg Syllabus, IB & AP Themes)

-Can Do Statements (ACTFL) -- 2017

http://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/Can-Do_Statements_2015.pdf




Multiple Choice -  Listening and Reading 
Comprehension Items

Multiple Choice test items are composed of three parts:
 -A stem (the question)
 -A correct answer (The correct answer must be 100% 
correct, 100% of the time)

      - Multiple (3) distractors (incorrect responses) 



Writing Multiple Choice Items 
1. Choose appropriate content (refer to Themes/Topics Sheet) 

2. Choose content at an appropriate level of difficulty

3. Create questions that do not rely on one word

4. Do not use negatives in the question or options (no lists)

5. Create options that are similar in length



Writing Multiple Choice Items 
6. Create options that should be viable answers

7.  Create options that are not grammatically incorrect

8.  Place repeated words in the stem, not in the options

9.  Use culturally appropriate content

10. Students should not be able to answer the question solely by 

reading the question and the options (they need to rely on the 

text)



Distractors… a few suggestions
Designing plausible distractors is the most challenging aspect of multiple choice item 
writing.

A good distractor is one that may be chosen by low achievers, but probably not by high 
achievers.

The distractors are clearly not the correct answer once the best answer is selected.

All distractors should be similar in length and format (i.e. verbs, infinitives, statements) 
to the correct choice. 



Distractors     
Do not….

Have more than one answer that is possibly correct

Make the correct answer noticeably shorter or longer than the distracters

Use copyrighted material.  Public domain content like newspaper/internet articles and 
ads are permissible (indicate your source whenever possible)



Avoid:

Poorly written stems



Avoid:

Wordy stems



Avoid:

Negatively worded

stems



Avoid:

Distractors that are 
too dissimilar



Avoid:

Inconsistent 
wording
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Thank you for your time!


